Repairing the Windows Boot Menu

This guide shows how to repair the Windows boot menu where the PC contains either Windows 7 or
Windows Vista and a copy of Windows XP. This guide will help you fix the following 2 scenarios:

1. Afterinstalling Windows XP to make a dual boot system you can no longer boot into

2.

Windows 7 or Windows Vista.
You disconnected the Windows 7 (or Vista) disk prior to installing Windows XP to a second

disk drive because you wanted Windows XP to install as the 'C:' drive. After reconnecting the
Windows 7 disk the PC only boots into Windows 7, if you disconnect the Windows 7 disk the
PC boots XP.

Scenario 1: The Pc only boots Windows XP.

This problem usually occurs when you install Windows XP on a Windows 7 or Windows Vista PC to
make a dual boot system. Windows XP does not understand the Windows 7 boot mechanism and
writes its own boot code to the boot partition.

To repair this problem we need to reinstate the Windows 7 boot partition and then add Windows XP

to the Windows 7 boot menu.

Start AISBackup and select the menu option Tools / Edit Windows Boot Menu.
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Select the Boot Manager tab then click Make drive Vista boot compatible, confirm the changes.

it ¥
B p d 5 p 0 .
Help Exit
PRTET L Boot Menu Manage EIE
-
Click o rom Backup
select. ||| Boot Manager | NT Loader
B p Reports
ﬁ Y;:u- dof|| name | oft_| path Parameters |
:el‘:::g Windows 7 Yes  CriWindowsisystem32\winload.exe i OptIn
AlSBa
approp!
O Tutoria
‘ Tutorial
‘ Backu
‘Heslnl [ Move Up ][Move Do ][ Edit Item ][ Default ][ Remove ][ Legacy Boot Menu ] Boot parkition:  |D:
Duplicate Menu Iten Wista Menus: |Current Book -
‘ Regishy
Additional Operating Systems: These operating systems are not in the boat menu, [ Make drive Vista boot pompatible ]
‘ Other Jf | [ hame [ path |
AlSBa
Option:
‘ Glosza
=
Il E:;ltl: Add ToMenu | Base On: IWindows 7 ID=4default} ;I
Menu Timeout: |30 0 = Book Default No 'Wait
-1 = Mo Timeaout ’ Copy Boot Menu " Save " Close ]
|Ready |\|'55 Enabled |l::\ Drive
a g a -
Click the Legacy Boot Menu button then click Save to save the changes.
it ¥
B p i Ha p 0 m
Help Exit
PRTET L Boot Menu Manage EIE
-
Click o rom Backup
select Boot Manager NT Loader
B p Reports
ﬁ Y;:u- dof|| name | oft_| path Parameters |
:el‘:::g Windows 7 Yes  CriWindowsisystem32\winload.exe i OptIn
AlSBa
approp!
O Tutoria
‘ Tutorial
‘ Backu
‘Heslnl [ Move Up ][Move Do ][ Edit Item ][ Default ][ Remove ][ Legacy I}\uot Menu ] Boot parkition:  |D:
bg

= e o - I 1
Duplicate M Ik
lEnts el Jai Add support ko boot previous versions of Windows

Additional Operating Systems: These operating systems are not in the boat menu, Make drive Vista boot compatible ]

‘ Regishy

‘ other J| | [ 1ame | Path |
AlSBa
Option:
‘ Glosza
= For Hel o —
]:l keybo, fdd ToMenu | Base On: IWlndows 7 ID={default} ;I
Menu Timeout: |30 0 = Book Default Mo 'wait
-1'= Mo Timeodt ’ Copy Boot Menu " save " Close ]
|Ready |\|'55 Enabled |l::\ Drive
O 0

Close down AlSBackup and reboot, you should now be presented with a choice between Windows 7
/ Vista and Windows XP.



Scenario 2: The PC only boots Windows 7.

This problem is because either the XP boot files are corrupt in the Windows boot partition or more
likely the boot files for Windows XP are not in the Windows 7 boot partition.

As we know that Windows XP does boot when the Windows 7 disk is disconnected it is safe to

assume that the boot files on the Windows XP disk are okay. We will start by copying the Windows
XP boot files to the Windows 7 boot partition.

The boot partition on a Windows 7 system is usually a 100MB hidden partition, however we will
check this as the Windows Vista boot partition is usually on the C: drive. Click the Start button then
right click Computer and choose the menu option Manage.
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Expand Storage then click Disk Management. You are looking for the System, Active, Primary
Partition, as shown below. On this Windows 7 PC it is the 100MB hidden partition. Remember this
partition as we are going to copy the Windows XP boot files to it.
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Start AISBackup by using right click / Run as administrator option.
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Select the menu option Tools / Disk to Disk copy.
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Locate the Windows XP drive then select the 3 files boot.ini, ntdetect.com and ntldr. After selecting
the files click Next.

= LN 7]

AlSBackup Cue Card m AlSBackup Version: 2.9 (Running as Administrator) EI@
I I ATCD A mlesnna ister AISBacl Bacl View Tools Help Exit
=" Click )
» (@] ArsBackup: File selection [E=H | ESE (T m—
files { | AISBackup: Select Files and Folders to Copy b Reports
Righ Files | Exclusions | Files of Type | —
name
s i 18 Computer (WANET-PC) [ Name - | Size | Type | Modified -
excly (&, WindowsT (C) [ SRECYCLEEIN 15/01/2011 14:01:4
the b []¥% CD CO Drive (D) V |[] || 6050d3a634b827cdc7 15/01/2011 13:44:(
gnor 3 .
) e WinXP (E:) [ | Decuments and Settings 15/01/2011 13:24:(
= ﬁ:::'; ey Volumei8137beed- [[] | Program Files 15/01/2011 13:49:1
style B system Volume Information 15/01/2011 13:22:¢
s [ | winDows 15/01/2011 13:
= AISE I AUTOEXEC.BAT 0KB Windows B... 15/01/2011 13
com 4 - bootini 1KB Configurat.. 15/01/201113:
Regi [/ CONFIG.SYS OKB Systemfile  15/01/2011 13:16:
= Click [ 105y OKB Systemfile  15/01/201113:
[] % MSDOSSYS OKB Systemfile  15/01/201113:16:
ﬁ Remgq NTDETECT.COM 47KB MS-DOSA.. 14/04/2008 12:00:(
G M ntr 245KB File 14/04/2008 12:004 ~
back 4 ] bl 11 ] b
ack Files: 8; Folders:6; Size: 1.50 GB
the o N
Sub Map Network Drive | Show NTFS ADS r
Close “ Auto Select H Print File List ]PressFumHelp Next || Cancel l
C: Drive Usage —
| | [Reagy VSS Enabled |c\ Drive |

w0 ||
15/01/2000 |

o e|@

= LN 7]




Select the boot partition identified, above, as the destination, then click OK.
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Start the boot menu option using the menu option Tools / Edit Windows Boot Menu
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To enable booting operating system's prior to Windows Vista click the button Legacy Boot Menu.
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To save this change click Save.
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the disk has 'moved' after reconnecting the Windows 7 disk. There is another entry in the lower
pane that shows the 'new' location of Windows XP, select this entry then click Add to Menu.
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For now we will leave both entries in the boot menu as it is possible for some PC's to use a different
disk number during the boot process to what AlSBackup detects. However most of the time
AlSBackup is correct so select the second menu entry and click Default.
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Close AlSBackup and restart the PC, test the Windows XP boot menu and remember which menu
option successfully boots Windows. The incorrect menu item will show an error message stating that
afile called hal.dll is missing.

Restart the PC into Windows 7 and restart the AlSBackup boot menu editor. Select NT Loader, select
the incorrect menu item then click Remove followed by Save.
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